	Objective 10 / mizani 10
Preparing regular reports on the state of the environment / garemos mdgomareobis Sesaxeb regularuli angariSebis momzadeba

	Relevant text in the Action Plan: Continue preparing regular reports on the state-of-the-environment
Sesabamisi teqsti samoqmedo gegmidan: gagrZeldes garemos mdgomareobis Sesaxeb regularuli angariSebis momzadeba


	Evaluation

	Relevant?

(Y/N)
	Question
	 Yes
	No


	Notes

	
	
	Excellent


	adequate


	poor


	
	

	
	Grade
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	Implementation / ganxorcieleba

	
	1. Has a state of the environment (SoE) report been prepared since the signing of the AP, or is a report under preparation?

momzadda, Tu ara garemos mdgomareobis Sesaxeb angariSi samoqmedo gegmis miRebis Semdeg an mimdinareobs, Tu ara masze muSaoba

	
	
	
	0
	The last State of Environment report was prepared for 2005. It is not clear when the next SoE report will be prepared and released. 

So far the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources has prepared reports for 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 with further endorsements by the President of Georgia. 


	
	2. Is there a legal requirement to prepare such a report regularly?

arsebobs, Tu ara msgavsi angariSis momzadebis samarTlebrivi  moTxovna?

	
	
	1
	
	The framework law on Environmental Protection (1996) obliged Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources to prepare and publish the SoE reports annually. On December 14, 2007 the law on Environmental Protection was amended. According to the amendment, ministry is now obliged to prepare reports once in three years. It is not clear from the law though when the next SoE report shall be prepared and made available to public.  
In the explanatory note to the amendment, ministry noted that information presented in the reports was incomplete and made impossible to use it in the environmental policy formulation or to take into account during decision-making related to the environment. Therefore, ministry increased time span for preparation of the SoE report. It should be noted however that no measures are implemented or planned to improve quality of the environmental data.


	Process / procesi

	
	3. Were NGOs consulted during the preparation of the report?

Catarda Tu ara konsultaciebi arasamTavrobo organizaciebTan angariSis momzadebisas? 


	
	
	
	0
	NGOs had never been consulted in preparation of any of the 2001-2005 SoE reports.

	
	4. Was the scientific/academic community involved in the process?

CarTuli iyo, Tu ara samecniero/akademiuri wreebi procesSi?


	
	
	
	0
	The Scientific Institute of Environmental Protection, an agency subordinated to Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources, which used to coordinate the process of preparation of SoE reports, was abolished by the Presidential decree in December 2005. From December 2005 preparation of the SoE reports was responsibility of the newly-formed structural unit at the Ministry – the Department of Sustainable Development. Reorganization of the department is currently being considered by the management of the ministry. 

	Content / Sinaarsi

	
	5. Does the SoE report cover the most important environmental issues in the country?

moicavs, Tu ara angariSi yvelaze mniSvnelovan garemosdacviT sakiTxebs qveyanaSi?


	
	
	1
	
	The sub-law approved in 1999 titled “Rules on Preparation of National Report on the State of Environment” defines the structure and the necessary information that must be included in the SoE report. In particular the report must include information on the quality of the environment, national industry’s impact on the environment, state management of the environment, and prognosis and recommendations future actions. In practice, the reports are of descriptive nature, focusing on what was done by different institutions, but it is not clear how this helped to improve the quality of the environment. Environmental quality indicators are not provided in the reports. Problems are rarely identified. Different figures on pollution are usually provided without explaining if level of pollution poses threat to human health or not.


	
	6. Is the report based on recently collected data? 

efuZneba Tu ara angariSi mimdinare monacemebs?


	
	
	
	0
	Due to weak monitoring and enforcement, the information presented in the reports are not reliable, especially information on industrial pollution.


	
	7. Does the report identify important problems that need to be addressed?

xdeba, Tu ara angariSSi mniSvnelovani problemebis identificireba, romelic unda gadaiWras?


	
	
	1
	
	See note to the question 7 above.



	Dissemination / gavrceleba

	
	8. Does the report have a clear and understandable summary?

aqvs, Tu ara angariSs mkafio da gasagebi mokle Sinaarsi?

	
	
	
	0
	No, the report does not have clear and understandable summary.

	
	9. Is the report available on the Internet?

xelmisawvdomia, Tu ara angariSi internetiT?

	
	
	1
	
	SoE reports had never been made public neither by the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources, nor the Government.
In 2007 SoE reports were made available at the web-site of the project ‘Aarhus Center in Georgia’, the project implemented by the OSCE Mission to Georgia.


	
	10. Did the government widely disseminate the results of the report to the press, schools and other groups?

avrcelebs, Tu ara mTavroba angariSs farTod presaSi, skolebSi da sxva jgufebSi?

	
	
	
	0
	Informing the public through publication of the report is mandatory under law. Nevertheless, none of the SoE reports has been published officially and made available for public (neither in print nor online) despite the fact that the primary goal of preparing the reports was to inform the public.  Moreover, according to the law, statutory acts, as well as the various documents approved by the statutory acts must be published in an official print. As far as the national reports are concerned, the official print published only the acts on approval of the national reports, but not the reports themselves.


	Country-specific questions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall assessment

	
	Overall assessment: Score of 0 to 30 (3x number of questions) 
	4/30
	
	

	
	Total Score = % of maximum score obtainable
	13.3%
	%
	

	
	Comments, explanation and recommendations regarding the overall assessment:

komentarebi, ganmartebebi, rekomendaciebi zogadi SefasebisTvis:

Preparation and publication of national reports on the State of the Environment (SoE) is the obligation of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources under the Law on Environmental Protection of 1996. Informing the public through publication of the report is mandatory under law. National report must include information on quality of the environment, national industry’s impact on the environment, regulatory measures applied by the government, prognosis and recommendations. So far the ministry has prepared reports for 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 with further endorsements by the President of Georgia. None of these reports has been published officially and made available for public (neither in print nor online) despite the fact that the primary goal of preparing the reports was to inform the public. Moreover, according to the law, statutory acts, as well as the various documents approved by the statutory acts must be published in an official print. As far as the national reports are concerned, the official print published only the acts on approval of the national reports, but not the reports themselves. Besides, the reliability of information presented in the SoE reports is an issue in itself. Due to weak monitoring and enforcement, the information presented in the reports is not reliable, especially information on industrial pollution. 

On December 14, 2007 the framework Law on Environmental Protection was amended. The amendment is related to the frequency of preparation on the SoE reports. The law originally obliged ministry to prepare and publish reports annually; now according to the amendment, ministry is obliged to prepare reports once in three years (the last SoE report was prepared for 2005. It is not clear when the next SoE report will be prepared and released). In the explanatory note to the amendment, ministry noted that information presented in the reports was incomplete and made impossible to use it in the environmental policy formulation or to take into account during decision-making related to the environment. Therefore, ministry increased time span for preparation of the SoE report. It should be noted however that no measures are implemented or planned to improve quality of the environmental data.




� This and following questions are answered based on the assessment of the 2001-2005 State of Environment reports 
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