	Objective 11

Supporting civil society actors and local authorities

	Relevant text in the Action Plan:


	Evaluation

	Relevant ? (Y/N)
	Question
	 Yes, 
	No


	Notes

	
	
	Excellent


	adequate


	 poor
	
	

	
	Grade
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	Role of civil society actors

	1
	Are there NGOs or NGO networks active in environmental issues in your country?
	3
	
	
	
	

	2
	Are there legally binding procedures requiring the involvement of civil society actors in decision-making regarding environmental issues?   
	
	
	1
	
	There are certain procedures for participation in decision making regarding specific activity. However, due to imperfections of these procedures, participation is practically not ensured.  

	3
	Are civil society actors included in practice in the legal decision-making process?
	
	
	
	0
	

	4
	Are civil society actors included in practice in the development of policies at the national level?
	
	
	1
	
	There is no specific mechanism for participation.

	5
	Are civil society actors included in practice in the development of policies at the local level?

	
	
	1
	
	

	6
	Are NGO initiatives supported (financially or by other means) by the State?
	
	
	
	0
	

	N/R
	If yes, has this support increased since the previous assessment?
	
	
	
	
	

	Role of local authorities

	7
	Are local authorities in regular contact with civil society actors?
	
	
	1
	
	Such contacts are taking place only within the scopes of particular projects, implemented by NGOs. 

	8
	Do local authorities freely provide information to civil society actors?
	
	
	1
	
	

	Communication strategies and other tools

	9
	Have communication strategies been established in the country regarding environmental issues?

If already in existence at the time the baseline situation was assessed, have they been improved since then?
	
	
	
	0
	

	10
	Have awareness raising programmes targeting civil society (including information campaigns) been developed and implemented?
	
	
	
	0
	Particular, fragmented programmes are implemented by NGOs or by International organisations

	11
	Have civil society actors initiated environmental education in the country?
	
	
	1
	
	

	12
	If so, have they been supported by the authorities?
	
	
	
	0
	

	Country-specific questions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall assessment

	
	Overall assessment: Score of 0 to 36 (3x number of questions) 
	9/12/36
	
	

	
	Total Score = % of maximum score obtainable
	25%
	%
	

	
	Comments, explanation and recommendations regarding the overall assessment:

Involvement of civil society actors in decision making regarding environmental issues is practically not ensured. Legislation on environmental permits provides certain procedures for participation in decision making regarding specific activity. However, consultations with civil society is held not by decision making body itself, but developer, which can not be regarded as adequate.
General support of NGOs by the State is week. Communication between civil society groups and local authorities is week as well. Particular cases of communication mainly are initiated by NGOs.
NGOs implement particular awareness raising programmes. However, such initiatives are not so many.
In order to increase role of civil society, it is necessary to create adequate legal procedures for participation in decision making. It is essential to increase capacity of general public. Therefore, programmes, directed towards public awareness rising and environmental education should be more coordinated and goal oriented. 


� This may be difficult to assess at the level of each local authority. However, the evaluator should be able to obtain a general overview of the situation through data from official reports or contacts with professional organisations as regards which projects are likely to be assessed at the local level. The professional association/organisation of EAI practitioners would also be a useful source of information.
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